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Welcome back, everyone!
It’s hard to believe how the summer has flown by.  I hope all of you have had a peaceful and restful one, and maybe even had an adventure or two!  We have been busily preparing the classroom for the children and are excited to start another year.  If you haven’t already, please drop off any necessary paperwork to us as soon as you are able.  Don’t forget to send your child with slippers, too, for their first day!
Welcome Back Picnic:

This year CMS will be holding its annual back-to-school picnic at Brooking Park.  Each family should plan to bring your own picnic dinner and meet at the park at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 20.  A shelter will be reserved, and I think CMS is providing some sweet treats to polish things off.  This will be a great opportunity for new and returning families to meet and mingle!
August Study Units:  
The month of August will be a short one.  During the first 3 days (Aug. 9-11), our new friends will take time to become acclimated to their new classroom and teachers.  We will be learning all about how to choose work from the shelf, what it is used for, and how to return it to its place.  We will learn how to unroll and re-roll our work rugs, pull out and tuck chairs quietly, walk with quiet feet, and get down the all-important snack routine.  Basically, we will concentrate on getting to know one another, learning the ground rules and using grace & courtesy in our classroom community.
The following 2 days (Aug. 12-13) will see the return of our friends from last year.  They, too, will be refreshing themselves on classroom etiquette, and introducing themselves to new friends.  Beginning Monday, Aug. 16, Extended Day Students will start their 8:00-3:00 schedule and those attending the Spanish Program will start attending Ms. Claudia’s class.  Don’t forget to bring lunch, and Ms. Claudia’s students will need an extra pair of slippers, crib sheet, small blanket for that classroom, too. 
Later in August, we will begin exploring our classroom using a map and Extended Day Students will learn about the compass, compass points, creating their own maps, and maybe a bit of orienteering! 
Snack Calendar:
The August Snack Calendar can be found on the CMS website.  Please make sure you check it regularly or print a copy for your fridge so your student doesn’t miss her/his chance to prepare snack for their classmates!  If for some reason you are unable to access the website, please let me know and I can send home or email a copy to you.
Birthdays:

This month we are excited to wish Caitlyn Buchanan a happy 4th birthday on 8/4, and Maya Bowy a happy 5th birthday on 8/12!  In Classroom 2, we really enjoy our birthday celebrations.  Families of the birthday kid are invited to attend and the student can bring a treat to share on the line with their friends.  We will be contacting their families soon to plan these students’ Birthday Celebrations at school.
Volunteer Corner:
Our Volunteer Corner is the place to find out what our classroom could use in the way of helping out, if you are interested.  Jobs include take-and-make materials for work activities, organizing, copying, helping with events, etc.  Please be sure to contact me if you are interested!
Dates to Remember:
	Aug. 4
	Parent Orientation, 6:00 p.

	Aug. 9
	Parent Orientation, 6:00 p.

	Aug. 9-11
	Orientation for New Students, 8-10:00 a.

	Aug. 12-13
	All students return, 8-11:30 a.

	Aug. 16
	Extended Day schedule begins, 8-3:00 p.
Spanish Program begins, 8-6:00 p.

	Aug. 20
	Welcome Back Picnic at Brooking Park, 6:00 p.


Here’s to the start of another wonderful year!  Ms. Jennifer and I are looking forward to seeing all our friends back at school soon.
Ms. Susan

